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Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) 


OVERVIEW 

The collection of statistics for the gambling industry is planned to be undertaken three 
yearly (in 1994/95 and 2000/01 Gambling Industries form part of the Sport, 
Recreation and Gambling Survey). The collection is a survey of employing 
businesses in the Australian and New Zealand Industrial Classification (ANZSIC) 
Classes 5720-Pubs, Taverns and Bars, 5740-Clubs (Hospitality), 9321-Gambling 
Services, 9322-Casinos and 9329-Gambling Services nec. The unit for which 
Statistics were reported was the management unit. 


PURPOSE 

In 1994-95, the gambling industries surveys were conducted in conjunction with 
sports industries surveys, because of the perceived view of some businesses being 
in both industries. The resultant user demand for gambling industies' data was far 
stronger than that for sports industries. The changing structure of the gambling 
industries in Australia has meant that users require more regular statistics. In 
particular, the introduction and consequent growth in consumer spending on gaming 
machines in all States except Western Australia, will show a different industry 
structure in 1997-98 compared to 1994-95. In 1994-95, gaming machines in pubs 
and clubs in Victoria, Queensland, South Australia and Tasmania was at an 
embryonic stage. 


During the development process meetings were held with National and State 
Associations for hotels and clubs, State Government Treasuries and Gaming 
Authorities. All these organisations expressed a strong interest in better 
understanding the structure of the industries in terms of employment and financial 
contribution. This demand is despite the availability of some data on Australian 
gambling turnover, compiled and released annually by the Tasmanian Gaming 


Commission. 


An important component to the ABS gambling industries surveys are data 
differentiating between pubs and clubs which have gambling facilities and those 
without gambling facilities. Such data is not available from other sources. 


SCOPE 

The collection included businesses classified to the Australian and New Zealand 
Industrial Classification (ANZSIC) Classes 5720-Pubs, Taverns and Bars, 5740- 
Clubs (Hospitality), 9321-Gambling Services, 9322-Casinos and 9329-Gambling 
Services nec. 


DATA DETAIL 


Conceptual framework 

The series of publications that are derived from this collection provide key financial 
statistics and some activity data for the gambling industry as defined by the above set 
of ANZSIC classes. The data items are consistent with the Economic Activity Survey 
(EAS) requirements. 


The statistics are also consistent with National Accounts requirements and enable 
the derivation of industry gross product. 


The Gambling Industries Survey, Australia, 1997-98 presents two statistical views, 
namely an industry view and an activity view. 


Industry view 

The gambling industry view contains estimates for businesses classified to the 
Australian and New Zealand Standard Industrial Classification (ANZSIC) group 932 
Gambling Services. 


A separate stream of industry data is also produced for businesses classified to 
ANZSIC 5720 (Pubs, taverns and bars) and 5740 (Hospitality clubs) 


Activity View 

The gambling activity view contains estimates for all businesses in scope of the 
survey. That is, businesses classified to the Gambling Services ANZSICs as well as 
the hospitality clubs and pubs. 


Main outputs 
The collection includes: 


e an income breakdown of the various types of gambling 
e adetailed breakdown of employment data; full-time/part-time but particularly by 


occupation. 
gambling activity data on: 


o number of poker/gaming machines and the type of premises in which they 
operate, 
o club membership to produce sizing data on this basis, 
o extent of Internet usage for gambling. 
e State data 


Statistical output 


Commensurate with the objectives of the survey, 3 separate publications were 
produced. 


1. Gambling Industries. Showing estimates of gambling activity in Australia for 1997- 
98 and its changes since 1994-95. The publication shows income and expense 
profiles of businesses in the gambling services industry (ANZSIC Group 932). 


2. Clubs, Pubs, Taverns and Bars. Showing detailed structural data of the units 
classified to ANZSIC 5720 (Pubs, Taverns and Bars) and 5740 (Clubs - Hospitality) 
with particular data dissections for units with and without gambling facilities and 
comparative changes to 1994-95. 


3. Casinos. The casino survey is conducted annually and with only 14 units in-scope, 
the publication can be released earlier to indicate the changing size and structure of 
the casino industry in Australia. 


This same output structure occurred for the 1994-95 gambling industry survey. 


The three publications contain broadly the same core tables with some Class specific 
tables. The core tables include: 


sources of income 

items of expenditure 

characteristics of employment 

main occupation of persons employed 

selected statistics by employment size groupings 
selected performance ratios 


The industry specific tables include: 
Gambling industries 


Net and gross takings from gambling by type of gambling and location 
Number of poker/gaming machines by industry of location and by state 
Selected performance ratios for the lotteries and casinos industries 

Number of poker/gaming machines by industry of location and by state 


Casinos 


e Casino specific performance ratios 


Clubs, Pubs, Taverns and Bars 


Historical data for key data items 

All main tables cross classified by business with and without gambling facilities 
Number of gaming/poker machines and coin-operated amusement machines by 
state 

Key data items by type of club 


The tables contains data at the Australia level with one state table showing: 


number of businesses 
employment 

wages and salaries 
gross income 


Classifications 

ANZSIC 

The Gambling Industry Survey collects data classified according the Australian and 
New Zealand Industrial Classification (ANZSIC). Businesses were selected on the 
basis of their ANZSIC at the management unit level. Where businesses are also 
engaged in activities not classified to the gambling industries (e.g. sales of takeaway 
food), the data for those activities are included as in income for those businesses. 


Businesses whose primary source of income is from activities other than gambling 
(e.g. income from sales of food) or other than the sale of alcoholic beverages for 
consumption on and/or off the premises or other than being mainly engaged in the 
provision of hospitality to members, are excluded from this survey. 


Data is available at the ANZSIC class level. 


Business Size 
The publication contains one table of data cross classified by employment size 
groupings: 


Gambling industries 
0-4 persons 

5-19 persons 

20-49 persons 

50 or more persons 


Pubs, taverns and bars, and clubs (hospitality) industries 

0-19 persons 

20-99 persons 

100 or more persons 

Other concepts (summary) 

Net/gross takings from gambling 

Takings from gambling in the Gambling Industries, Australia publication, are shown 
on anet and gross basis. There are three data items that are shown as net figures 
only i.e. payouts (winnings paid to players) have been netted out: 


e takings from poker/gaming machines 
e takings from casino keno; and 
e takings from other casino gambling. 


Gross takings for these industries are not available. All other takings from gambling 
are shown on a gross and net basis. 


GEOGRAPHIC DETAIL 

1. National & State/Territory\1.01 Australia 

1. National & State/Territory\1.02 All States & Territories 
Comments and/or Other Regions 


Not applicable 


COLLECTION FREQUENCY 
3 Yearly 


Frequency comments 
Conducted in 1994/95 and 2000/01 as part of Sport, Recreation and Gambling 
Survey. 


COLLECTION HISTORY 

The gambling ANZSIC classes have been surveyed as part of the SIS work program 
only once previously (i.e. in respect of the 1994-95 financial year as part of the Sport, 
Recreation and Gambling survey). The pubs, taverns and bars class and the clubs 
class were previously surveyed with respect to 1994-95, 1991-92, 1986-87, and 
1979-80. 


DATA AVAILABILITY 
Yes 


Data availability comments 
Data available from publication: Gambling Industries, Australia (cat. no. 8684.0) 


DATE OF LAST UPDATE FOR THIS DOCUMENT 
06/03/2003 09:42 AM 
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NAME OF ORGANISATION 
Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) 


OVERVIEW 


The 2002 General Social Survey (GSS) was the first survey of this type conducted by the ABS. The GSS is 
intended to be repeated every 4 years, with much of the content unchanged, to enable changes over time to be 
measured. There will also be a flexible component to enable the inclusion of contemporary and emerging issues 
in each survey cycle. 


The introduction of the GSS is one of the outcomes of the ABS Household Survey Review. In the Review, ABS 
undertook extensive consultation with key government users at both State and Commonwealth level, and 
sought input from a wider group of stakeholders. The Review found considerable interest in a general social 
survey and support from many users. Users are recognising that many social phenomena are inter-related and 
social policy is becoming less sectoral as a consequence. As a result, surveys which allow inter-relationships 
between different aspects of people's lives to be explored are important. 


The information collected includes details of health and disability, housing, education, labour force, transport, 
crime, and indicators of family and community involvement. A number of economic items (income and selected 
assets, liabilities and financial stress indicators), as well as demographic details, are also included. Three 
supplementary topics were also included in the 2002 GSS, collecting information on the extent of computer and 
internet access, attendance at cultural and sporting events, and participation in sport or other physical activity. 


PURPOSE 
The key objectives of the GSS are: 


e to collect data from a range of areas of social concern, to allow information to be connected in ways not 
generally available, for use in developing broad-based social policy; and 

e to provide national and state level estimates, recognising state/territory responsibilities in many areas of 
social concern. 


The GSS provides a wide range of information about the same individuals, allowing the links between different 
aspects of peoples’ lives to be examined. Little is known as to what extent individuals’ relative standing in one 
area of social concern may be mirrored in other areas, and by including a range of variables and areas of social 
concern in the one vehicle the GSS makes it possible to measure the extent of multiple social disadvantage 
across these areas of social concern. Further, the GSS obtains strategic information about the factors that 
determine outcomes such as health, living standards or social cohesion through the inter-relationships between 
different aspects of peoples' lives. For example: 


e the social context of crime victimisation; 


e the relationship between the growing use of information technology and other areas of peoples ' lives; 

e the relationship of 'non-standard' (or precarious) employment with a range of social determinants and 
outcomes; 

e the complex set of inter-relationships between individuals and their environments that influences health and 
well-being outcomes,such as financial stress and financial security; 

e the material living standards that families achieve from the range of human and economic resources at their 
disposal; and 

e the relationships between the strength of peoples' social networks and other areas of well-being. 


The GSS also: 


e provides overlap between question sets in the GSS and the more detailed Special Supplementary Surveys 
(SSSs) conducted by the ABS, to enable connections to be made; 

provides a foundation for, and a link with, the National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Social Survey; 
regularly provide a general picture of the social characteristics of Australia's adult population; 

compare the circumstances of a wide range of population groups; and 

measure changes over time. 


While still relevant to the broad social concerns underlying the GSS, the main purpose of the supplementary 
topics in the 2002 GSS is to provide specific detailed information to policy makers. 


SCOPE 


The survey includes all usual residents aged 18 years and over living in private dwellings. Visitors to private 
dwellings are excluded, as are persons in institutions (Such as hospitals and nursing homes) and special 
dwellings (such as hotels and boarding houses). 


The following persons living in Australia, but not usually considered part of the resident population, are excluded 
from the scope of the survey: 


e non-Australian diplomatic staff and non-Australian members of their households; 
e members of non-Australian defence forces stationed in Australia and their dependents; and 
e overseas visitors whose usual place of residence is outside Australia. 


Non-Australians (other than those above) working in Australia; or in Australia as students or settlers, and their 
dependents, are included in the scope of the survey if they have lived, or intend to live, in Australia for a period 
of 12 months or more. 


The survey is conducted in urban and rural areas only. The exclusion of people living in remote and sparsely 
settled areas only has a minor impact on aggregate national and State level estimates. For this reason, the 
survey results are weighted to include persons living in these areas. In the the Northern Territory, however, 
persons living in remote and sparsely settled areas account for over 20% of the population, and the survey 
results are not weighted to include persons living in sparsely populated areas. 


DATA DETAIL 
Conceptual framework 
Not applicable 


Main outputs 
Most data from the GSS will be available at the person level for persons aged 18 years and over. Certain data 
will also be compiled in relation to income units and households. 


Core topics: 


| 


Demographic/core 


Age 

Sex 

Social marital status 

Registered marital status 

Family type 

Household type 

Relationship in household 

Number and age of people in household 
State or Territory of usual residence 

Capital city/balance of State 
Accessibility/Remoteness Index for Australia 
(ARIA) 

Socio-Economic Indexes For Areas (SEIFA) 
Country of birth 

Year of arrival 

Main language other than English spoken at home 
Proficiency in spoken English 


Health 
Self assessed health status 
Disability status 


Housing 

Tenure type (household) 

Landlord type (household) 
Rent/mortgage payments (household) 


Education 

Highest educational attainment 

Field of study 

Full-time/part-time study for qualification 
Type of educational institution 


Work 

Labour force status 

Number of employed persons in household 
Retirement status 

Occupation 

Multiple job holder 

Hours usually worked 

Full time/part time status 

Status in employment 

Leave entitlements in main job 
Expected future duration in current job 


Income 

Income (personal, income unit and household) 
Main source of income (personal, income unit 
and household) 

Type of government pension/allowance 

Time on government support 


Financial stress 

Unable to borrow in an emergency (household) 
Cash flow problems (household) 

Dissaving (household) 


Assets and liabilities 

Value of home (household) 

Value of mortgage against home (household) 
Equity in home (household) 

Selected investments (household) 
Consumer debt (household) 


Information technology 

Use of a computer at home 

Frequency of internet access 

Type of internet activity 

Government services accessed via internet 


Transport 

Access to motor vehicles 

Perceived level of difficulty with transport 
Travel time to work 


Family and community 

Support for children outside household 
Support for others outside household 
Contact with family/friends 

Social activities 

Stressors 

Ability to ask for small favours 

Support in time of crisis 

Voluntary work 


Crime 

Victim of violent crime (assault) 
Victim of property crime (household) 
Feelings of safety at home 


Supplementary topics: 


Information technology 


Household use of IT at home 
Household access to technologies 
Access to a computer at home 

Access to the Internet at home 
Frequency of Internet access at home 
Intention to have Internet access at home 


Personal use of IT 
Use of a computer at home/work/other locations 


Culture and recreation 


Culture/Leisure activities and venues 
Cultural/leisure activities or venues attended 
Frequency of attendance at specified 
cultural/leisure activity or venue 


Sporting events 
Sporting events attended 
Frequency of attendance at specified sporting 


event 


Type of computer activity 

Use of the Internet at home/work/other locations Physical recreation activities 

Type of Internet activity Participation in physical activity for 
Technologies used to work from home exercise/recreation/sport 

Frequency of Internet access at home/work/ Capacity in which participated in each activity 
other locations Frequency of participation in each activity 
Financial services accessed via telephone 


Classifications 
The GSS will use standard ABS data items and classifications where appropriate. Major classifications to be 
used include: 


Australian Standard Classification of Education (ASCED); 
Australian Standard Classification of Occupations (ASCO); 
Standard Australian Classification of Countries (SACC); and 
Standard Australian Classification of Languages (ASCL). 
Other concepts (summary) 


Not applicable 


GEOGRAPHIC DETAIL 
Australia 

New South Wales 
Victoria 

Queensland 

South Australia 

Western Australia 
Tasmania 

Northern Territory 

ACT 

Part of State Metropolitan 
Part of State Extra-Metropolitan 


Comments and/or Other Regions 


The sample is drawn from urban and rural areas in all States and Territories; remote or sparsely settled areas 
are excluded. The sample is distributed among States/Territories in a way intended to allow the production of 
reliable State/Territory estimates. 


Subject to data quality considerations, data may be made available for some categories of the Accessibility and 
Remoteness Index for Australia (ARIA). 


COLLECTION FREQUENCY 
4 Yearly 


Frequency comments 


COLLECTION HISTORY 


Although the 2002 survey was the first GSS, some of the information collected had previously been included in 
a range of more specific ABS surveys. These include: 


Household Expenditure Survey; 

Survey of Income and Housing Costs; 

Australian Housing Survey; 

Survey of Disability Ageing and Carers; 

Survey of Education, Training and Information Technology; 
National Health Survey; 

Voluntary Work Survey; 

Crime and Safety Survey; 

Survey of Employment Arrangements and Superannuation; 
Labour Force Survey; 

Survey of Attendance at Selected Culture/Leisure Venues; and 


Survey of Sports Attendance. 


DATA AVAILABILITY 
Yes 


Data availability comments 


Results from the survey were made available in December 2003 in the form of a national level publication. The 
2002 GSS Microdata has been available since 30th July 2004. 


DATE OF LAST UPDATE FOR THIS DOCUMENT 
05/01/2006 10:29 AM 
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NAME OF ORGANISATION 
Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) 


OVERVIEW 


Government Finance Statistics (GFS) refer to statistics that measure the financial 
transactions of governments and reflect the impact of these transactions on other 
sectors of the economy. GFS focuses on financial transactions such as governments' 
spending, lending, taxing and borrowing activities. The Australian system of quarterly 
GFS is designed to provide statistical information on Australian public sector entities 
(ie, general government (GG) and public non-financial corporations (PNFCs) 
classified in a uniform and systematic way. The system is based on international 
standards in the System of National Accounts 1993 (SNA93) and the draft accrual 
version of the International Monetary Fund's A Manual on Government Finance 
Statistics. 


Estimates of GFS data are derived each quarter. After each June quarter, the 
estimates are summed to provide provisional annual estimates for the latest financial 
year. 


PURPOSE 


The statistics from this collection are primarily compiled to provide general 
government and public non-financial corporations aggregates for input to the 
quarterly national accounts.General government includes Commonwealth and State 
governments, local governments and universities. Quarterly GFS data are also used 
to produce the first annual estimates of ‘actual’ data for a given financial year. 


SCOPE 


Only statistical units in the public sector fall within the scope of GFS in Australia. This 
includes all general government units and all public corporations at each level of 
government. 

Not all the in-scope units (ie units in the public sector) are currently covered by GFS. 
Moreover, some in-scope units are only covered in an indirect manner. Non-coverage 


may occur for a number of reasons, for example when: 


e units, transactions or values are judged to be relatively insignificant; 
e the costs of collection from smaller units outweigh the benefits; 
e information for units is captured indirectly; or 
e data are not readily available 
Units not directly covered include some of the smaller public entities, such 


as, hospitals and the smaller commodity marketing authorities. 


Where organisations are largely funded from the Commonwealth and State budgets 
(ie public hospitals), some measures of their activities are indirectly covered by GFS. 
While such an indirect approach results, in most cases, in the bulk of the transactions 
being effectively recorded in GFS, it does leave out the 'own-source' or ‘own-account’ 
transactions. 


The quarterly GFS collection is a subset of GFS and it differs from the annual data in 
that only statistical units for general government and public non-financial corporations 
are covered. Quarterly public financial corporations data for inclusion in National 
Accounts statistics are supplied from other ABS quarterly collections. 


DATA DETAIL 
Conceptual framework 


The Australian system of quarterly GFS is designed to provide statistical information 
on Australian public sector entities (ie, general government (GG) and public non- 
financial corporations (PNFCs) classified in a uniform and systematic way. The 
system is based on international standards in SNA93 and the draft accrual version of 
the International Monetary Fund's A Manual of Government Finance Statistics (IMF). 


With the adoption of the accrual accounting system (September '99) the new 
conceptual framework is in the form of an integrated statement of stocks and flows 
derived from the System of National Accounts 1993 (SNAQ3). This differs significantly 
from the old cash-based framework which focused on selected flows and stocks. The 
new framework facilitates a more comprehensive assessment of the economic 
impact of government activity and the sustainability of fiscal policy. It also provides an 
improved basis for monitoring the efficiency in the allocation and use of government 
resources. 


The adoption of a new conceptual framework has required changes to most of the 
classifications used in the compilation of quarterly GFS. See details in the 
Classifications Summary. 


Main outputs 


The statistics from this collection are primarily compiled to provide general 
government and public non-financial corporations aggregates for input to the 
quarterly national accounts. 


Classifications 


Economic Type Framework (ETF) - This is the main classification for stocks and 
flows. It is structured as an input classification, unlike the previous classification 
which was output oriented and focused on outlays, revenues and financing 
transactions. The new ETF resembles a set of financial accounting statements with 
sections for the operating statement, cash flow statement, balance sheet and other 
sections. 


Government Purpose Classification (GPC) - The GPC is used to classify revenues, 
expenses and net acquisition of non-financial assets of the public sector in terms of 
the purposes for which the transactions are made. The GPC is based on the SNA93 
Classification of the Functions of Government (COFOG). 


Taxes Classification (TC) - Taxes are broken down into the following broad 
categories - 1. Taxes on income, profits and capital gains. 2. Taxes on employer's 
payroll and labour force. 3. Taxes on property. 4. Taxes on provision of goods and 
services. 5. Taxes on the use of goods and performance of activities. 


Source/Destination Classification (SDC) - The implementation of quarterly accrual 
GFS means that many more transactions are now subject to consolidation. 


Type of Asset Classification (TAC) - This new classification incorporates the SNA93 
distinction between produced (tangible and intangible) and non-produced (tangible 
and intangible) assets. 


Other concepts (summary) 


The majority of enterprises or units in the public sector are unambiguously 
classifiable to a particular sector. However, there are occasions when some 
boundaries are not clearly defined. 

To cater for the classification of units having multiple functions and/or falling on the 
boundary between sectors (public/private, financial/non-financial, and general 
government/public trading), the following rules are used, resulting in some units being 
classified to sector on a residual basis. For example, if an entity is not unequivocally 
classifiable as a: 


e public enterprise, it is treated as private; 
e public financial corporation, it is treated as non-financial; and 


e public non-financial corporations, it is treated as general government 


GEOGRAPHIC DETAIL 

1. National & State/Territory\1.01 Australia 

1. National & State/Territory\1.02 All States & Territories 
Comments and/or Other Regions 


COLLECTION FREQUENCY 
Quarterly 
Frequency comments 


Production dates are set primarily to meet the quarterly National Accounts timetable. 
National Accounts require GFS data approximately five to six weeks after the end of 
the reference period. 


COLLECTION HISTORY 


Early 1960's First quarterly collection included in quarterly National Accounts data 


?/1983 New mainframe system introduced. Prior to this date general government 
data was compiled 
manually, while public trading enterprises data was on a computer based system. 


7/1992 New quarterly adjust system was introduced 

3/1993 First use of tailored forms for some units in quarterly GFS. 

12/1994 Conversion of ASIC code to ANZSIC code. 

9/1995 Initial ‘electronic receipt’ of quarterly GFS data for some sectors. 

9/1997 Inclusion of universities in a separate multi-jurisdictional sector 

9/1998 Changes due to implementation of SNA93. These changes have affected 
the treatment of the following items for GFS purposes: 

- Defence capital expenditure and current consumption; 

- Some social benefits; 

- Regulatory fees and user charges; 


- Fines and drivers’ licences 


9/1998 Reclassification of central borrowing authorities from the general government 
sector to the public financial sector. 


9/1999 Conversion from Cash to Accrual accounting basis for both general 
government and public 


non-financial corporations. This represents a break in GFS time series. 


DATA AVAILABILITY 


Yes 

Data availability comments 

Quarterly data is made available to National Accounts five or six weeks after the end 
of the reference period and is included in many of the tables published in the 
quarterly National Accounts. 


DATE OF LAST UPDATE FOR THIS DOCUMENT 
19/06/2001 11:24 AM 
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NAME OF ORGANISATION 
Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) 


OVERVIEW 

The system of Government Finance Statistics (GFS) is designed to provide statistical 
information on public sector entities in Australia classified in a uniform and systematic 
way. GFS enable policy makers and users to analyse the financial operations and the 
financial position of the public sector at either the level of a specific government, 
sector, or a particular set of transactions. The system os based on international 
standards set out in the System of National Accounts 1993 (SNA9Q3) and the draft 
accrual verson of the International Monetary Fund's A Manual on Government 
Finance Statistics. 


GFS show, for the various components of the Australian public sector: 


e consolidated operating statements containing details of transactions in GFS 
revenues, GFS expenses and the net aquisition of non-financial assets, which 
focuses on the sustainability and economic impact of fiscal policy; 

e consolidated statements of stocks and flows of the Commonwealth and State 
government which can be used as indicators of their comparative standing; and 

e the roles of the different levels of government in undertaking and financing their 
fiscal programs. 


Annual estimates are produced in two phases on a forward annual and final annual 
basis. The phases provide a progessive refinement of the data over the cycle. 


Forward estimates and preliminary estimates: 


Each government's Treasury, as part of the government's budget formulation 
process, produces information which reflects the financial expectations of the 


government. The ABS compiles and publishes forward estimates (which are the first 
estimates for any given year) from these data. This phase includes the compilation of 
preliminary estimates for the latest financial year. However, given the budget 
timeframe, the accounts are not usually final or audited and preliminary estimates are 
still subject to revision. 


Final estimates: 


The final phase of the statistical cycle is the production of final annual statistics. 
These represent the most detailed and complete set of statistics for a financial year. 
They are based, wherever possible, on final audited accounts which are not finalised 
until well after the various government jurisdictions have delivered their budgets for 
the upcoming financial year. Since final data are compiled from audited data sources, 
they are rarely revised to any large degree, except where the conceptual treatment of 
items has changed. 


PURPOSE 

The statistics from this collection are used widely in macro-economic analysis and 
decision making. The data is used in Loan Council deliberations and is used 
extensively by the Commonwealth and State Treasuries and other analysts of public 
sector activity. The data are also used for input into the Annual National Accounts 
and revising of quarterly GFS and National Accounts series. 


SCOPE 

Statistical units in the public sector fall within the scope of GFS in Australia. This 
includes all general government units, all public non-financial corporations and all 
public financial corporations at each level of government. 


Not all the in-scope units (ie units in the public sector) are currently covered by GFS. 
Moreover, some in-scope units are only covered in an indirect manner. Non-coverage 
may occur for a number of reasons, for example when: 


e units, transactions or values are judged to be relatively insignificant; 
e the costs of collection from smaller units outweigh the benefits; 

e information for units is captured indirectly; and 

e data are not readily available 


Units not directly covered include some of the smaller public entities, such as 
hospitals and the smaller commodity marketing authorities. 

Where organisations are largely funded from the Commonwealth and State budgets 
(ie public hospitals), some measures of their activities are indirectly covered by GFS. 
While such an indirect approach results, in most cases, in the bulk of the transactions 
being effectively recorded in GFS, it does leave out the 'own-source’ or ‘own-account’ 
transactions. 


DATA DETAIL 

Conceptual framework 

The system of Government Finance Statistics (GFS) is designed to provide statistics 
about all public sector entities (ie, general government (GG), public non-financial 
corporations (PNFCs) and public financial corporations (PFCs) classified in a uniform 
and systematic way. The system is based on international standards in System of 


National Accounts 1993 (SNA9Q3) and the draft accrual version of the International 
Monetary Fund's (IMF) Government Finance Statistics Manual. 


With the adoption of the accrual accounting system for 1998-99, the new conceptual 
framework is in the form of an integrated statement of stocks and flows derived from 
SNAQ3. This differs significantly from the old cash-based framework which focused 
on selected flows and stocks. The new framework facilitates a more comprehensive 
assessment of the economic impact of government activity and the sustainability of 
fiscal policy. It also provides an improved basis for monitoring the efficiency in the 
allocation and use of government resources. 


The adoption of a new conceptual framework has required changes to most of the 
classifications used in the compilation of GFS. See details in the Classifications 
Summary. 


Main outputs 

Government Finance Estimates Australia (ABS Cat. No.5501.0) - issued annually 
Government Finance Statistics Australia (ABS Cat. No. 5512.0) - issued annually 
Taxation Revenue Australia (ABS Cat.No. 5506.0) - issued annually 


The final issue of the publication Expenditure on Education, Australia (ABS Cat. No. 
5510.0) which contained data for 1997-98 was released on 17 September 1999. 
Educational expenditure statistics are now available to clients in the form of a special 
data service available electronically from the ABS website. This product contains 
information relating to government expenditure and revenue by jurisdiction relating to 
education as well as private expenditure on education. This special data service is 
entitled Government Finance Statistics, Education (ABS Cat. No. 5518.0.55.001) 


Classifications 

Economic Type Framework (ETF) - This is the main classification for stocks and 
flows. The ETF resembles a set of financial statements, with sections for an 
Operating statement, a cash flow statement, and a balance sheet. In addition, there 
are two sections to cater for the reconciliation of accounting net operating result 
measures with cash flows from operating activities and to capture items like assets 
acquired under finance leases, intra-unit transfers, and revaluations and other 
changes in the volume of assets. 


Government Purpose Classification (GPC) - This classification is used to group 
Operating expenses and expenditure on non-financial assets by purpose (education, 
health etc) with similar functions to facilitate the study of the braod function of public 
sector spending and the effectiveness of this spending in meeting government policy 
objectives. 


Taxes Classification (TC) - This classification dissects this major form of government 


revenue according to type of tax collected. 


Source/Destination Classification (SDC) - This classification identifies selected flows 
and stocks between units within and outside the public sector and this information is 
used in compiling consolidated statistics. 


Type of Asset Classification (TAC) - This classification is used to identify whether 
expenditure on non-financial assets (net) was on dwellings, transport equipment, 
land, etc. In accordance with SNA93 requirements, this classification distinguishes 
between produced (tangible and intangible) and non-produced (tangible and 
intangible) assets. 


Other concepts (summary) 
Consolidation 


To compile statistics about the financial activities of a particular level of government, 
or any other grouping of public sector units, transactions and debtor/creditor 
relationships between units within the chosen grouping (sector or subsector) have to 
be matched and eliminated to avoid double counting. The process of matching and 
eliminating these items within the chosen group is known as consolidation. 


Consolidation is particularly important at the State government level where a 
significant proportion of total expenses/payments are financed by Commonwealth 
government grants. Similarly, an appreciable part of the expenditure undertaken by 
State PNFCs is financed by grants from State governments. 


GEOGRAPHIC DETAIL 
1. National & State/Territory\1.01 Australia 
1. National & State/Territory\1.02 All States & Territories 


Comments and/or Other Regions 
not applicable 


COLLECTION FREQUENCY 
Annually 


Frequency comments 
not applicable 


COLLECTION HISTORY 

Government Financial Estimates Australia (ABS Cat. No. 5501.0) first issue 1974-75 
Government Finance Statistics, Australia (ABS Cat. No. 5512.0) first issue 1989-90 
Conversion of industrial classification from Australian Standard Industrial 
Classification (ASIC) coding to Australian and New Zealand Industrial Classification 


(ANZSIC) coding 1994-95 

Inclusion of universities in a separate multi-jurisdictional sector 1996-97 

Net advances (covering loans and repayment of loans for policy purposes and 
purchases/sales of equity) reclassified from capital outlays to financing transactions 
1997-98 (This change resulted in a more useful measure of total outlays and 
removed the need to calculate the deficit adjusted for net advances.) 

Changes due to the implementation of SNA93. These changes have affected the 
treatment of the following items for GFS purposes 1997-98: 


Defence capital expenditure and current consumption; 

some social benefits; 

Regulatory fees and user charges; 

Fines and drivers' licences 

Reclassification of central borrowing authorities from the general government sector 
to the public financial sector 1997-98. 

Conversion from Cash to Accrual accounting basis for the general government sector 
1998-99. (This represents a break in GFS time series) 


DATA AVAILABILITY 

Yes 

Data availability comments 

Forward estimates are released at least 7 months before the end of the financial 
year. 

Preliminary estimates are released 4 months after the end of the financial year. 
Final estimates are normally released 9 months following the end of the financial 
year. 


DATE OF LAST UPDATE FOR THIS DOCUMENT 
06/05/2002 05:59 PM 


This page last updated 11 September 2008 
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